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DEAN: Students
more excited about
other candidates
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Courtesy Keith Karnok

S Professor Keith Karnok performs a magic show. He said he has been interested in magic since
he was a child and plans to pursue it as a full-time career after he truly retires from the University.

Professor doubles as magician
By MICHAEL PROCHASKA
THE RED & BLACK
When Turf Grass Management Professor Keith Karnok
visits magic shops, he buys surprises to hand out smiles.
Karnok considers himself to be in a transition phase
between finishing his career as a University professor
and taking his hobby as a magician and ventriloquist to
a whole new level.
Karnok, who is officially retired, was asked by the
University to teach part-time this year due to budget
cuts, but that doesn’t stop him from traveling the state
to perform magic tricks for children.
“There’s more similarities between the college classrooms and elementary schools and probably even preschool than I’d like to admit,” Karnok said. “But only in
that people like to be entertained, and if you’re entertaining them, they’re more open to learn.”
Children and adults are more receptive to new ideas if
you find an interesting way to engage them, Karnok said.
The use of humor makes Karnok’s shows the most effective, as every show will end with a couple of one liners
and jokes from a wooden puppet.
“What I’ve also found with the puppets, I could tell
the kids something and the teachers could tell the kids
something important and they may or may not [comprehend], but when a puppet tells them the same thing,
they will remember that and repeat it,” he said.
Karnok’s interest in magic began when he was only 12
and a neighbor boy puzzled him with a trick. Since then,
he has raised four children and three grandchildren — an
experience that has inspired his pursuit for magic. His
wife, Melinda, serves as his steadfast assistant.
Before performances he will often ask, “Does this have
any meaning? Whatever I’m doing, would it affect my
grandchildren and my children when they were young?”
Karnok learned ventriloquism fewer than seven years
ago out of a concern for animal cruelty in magic shows.
“You have a rabbit stuck in a box somewhere and you
make him disappear or a dove — a lot of times doves are
stuck in a coat or sleeves or behind your back and they
can be there for quite awhile,” he said. “There are some
concerns about animal treatment, and I agree with
that.”
Though Karnok wouldn’t reveal any secrets, he
explained a method to the madness of children’s magic.
“When you go into the elementary schools, you have
to have a theme,” he said. “For all my shows, you don’t
go in and just do fun magic things — you have to have a
purpose, a theme or a message that you’re delivering.”
Topics can vary from the importance of reading to the
dangers of drugs to anti-bullying campaigns, Karnok
said. And in many shows, Karnok finds a way to incorporate his experience with the University’s College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.
“I have done some elementary schools where I have
talked about the importance of agriculture,” he said. “I
can bring in food production — different crops and peanuts and how important peanuts are to our state economy.”
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S Karnok, who teaches turf grass management
at the University, said he tries to incorporate
agriculture education into his magic shows.
Occasionally, Karnok will even discuss turf grass with
a room full of captivated children.
“It surprises a lot of times how sharp some of these
kids [are] and how worldly they are,” he said.
Karnok has no illusions of becoming an illusionist.
Instead, he enjoys little things — the giggles and sparkling eyes of children from the simplest of tricks.
“I can go on to tricks that actually cost hundreds of
dollars, and the children will continue to yell for Wally
Wand,” he said.
Wally Wand, a plastic baton that jumps and wiggles
around, is one of his least expensive tricks. It only cost
$5, but more often than not his audience will avidly
chant, “Bring out Wally! Bring out Wally!”
However, the tricks are not just for kids. Karnok will
often perform for the elderly at nursing homes and
assisted living spaces. Still, some of his favorite places to
visit are hospitals.
On Oct. 11, Karnok went to a children’s hospital in
Atlanta.
“That always brings things into perspective,” he said.
“Any time you feel bad about whatever is going on in
your life, go to the Atlanta children’s hospital.”
Karnok plans to become a full-time magician once he
retires from the University. He will continue educating,
just in a different fashion.
Teaching is what he does, he said.
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Local politics may be foreign topic for students
By MARIANA HEREDIA
THE RED & BLACK
No vote, no voice.
During this year’s midterm elections, students
eligible to vote will be able
to decide who will become
governor, mayor and member of the general assembly, among other positions.
Nevertheless, for many
eligible
students,
the
chance to register to vote
is gone.
Charles Bullock, a political science professor at the
University, named this as
one of the main reasons
why students do not vote
at all.
“Young adults have the
poorest
turnout
rate
records of any age group,”
he said.
He said since students
may not register, they are
unable to vote by the time
elections come around.
“It is too late to do that
for this fall’s elections. You
want to maintain your registration if you want to
vote,” he said.
This year the deadline
to register was Oct. 4.
He also said many students do not vote here in
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dent become more politically aware.
And Smith said being
politically aware is essential during elections.
“If you feel you don’t
know who to vote for, then
don’t do it at all. It’s like
trying to vote on a book
based on the cover,” he
said. “If we vote like this,
we can’t hold them [politicians] accountable for
doing what we want them
to do.”
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